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the Emperor will authorise the immediate election of
a new Pope, who shall be established in Eome and put
in possession of the territories which it is intended to
leave to that Prince; but that the Emperor proposes
to keep the whole of the three Legations. This, he
says, will connect him with Tuscany, which may re-
vert to the Emperor by failure of the heirs of the
Grand Duke. Little territory of value would be left
to support the Papal dignity, on which, however, much
of the future tranquillity and happiness of Europe
may be thought to depend. I should hope that this
article might admit of modification, and that the ac-
quisitions of the Emperor might be restrained to the
left side of all the branches of the Po.'

Again: fi Speaking of Eome, he expressed a strong
wish and opinion that the election of the new Pope
should be made at Eome rather than Venice, in
order to avoid the cavils which any imputation of
irregularity in that proceeding might furnish to Spain
or any other Power not disposed to acknowledge the
new Pope. It appears not unlikely, however, that the
election is already made at Venice* At the same time
Baron Thugut argued strongly on the possibility of
doing without a Pope, and of each sovereign taking on
himself the function of the head of the national church
as in England. I said that as a Protestant I could not
be supposed to think the authority of the See of Eome
necessary, speaking on that question generally; and
that if all the Catholic inhabitants of Europe could at
once be converted to the same opinions, I should see